
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 1 June 2020 

1/6/2020 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what contingency plans and support measures are in 
place for parents and pupils should school closures and lockdown measures remain 
in place, or be restarted, in September 2020. (S5W-29157) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government will do its best to avoid a second wave of 
COVID-19. However, if the scientific evidence tells us that we are unable to contain 
the virus, it is possible that we may need to re-impose lockdown restrictions for 
schools and other education settings. Education Scotland and the teaching 
profession have worked tirelessly to deliver lessons to pupils in these new 
circumstances, at one of the education hubs or via home-learning. Whilst we 
recognise that this is not a replacement for face-to face teaching in the classroom, 
we are confident that teachers are providing the best possible education in the 
circumstances, and we trust this would be repeated in the case of a second wave. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what contingency plans are in place should universities 
be unable to open in September 2020. (S5W-29158) 
Richard Lochhead: I will not be recommending to universities that they delay their 
term times - that is a decision for each university. Some universities may stagger 
certain parts of their operations for a few weeks or a few months. I am confident that 
most, if not all, of our institutions will be open for business come the new term. 
I look to our colleges and universities to make appropriate decisions in relation to 
their operations, while prioritising the health of staff, students and the wider public. 
Scottish Government's route map shows that universities and colleges can have a 
phased return next term, with a combination of remote learning and some limited on-
campus learning. My officials are working closely with universities, colleges, the 
Scottish Funding Council, staff and student bodies on plans for this phased return. 
As set out in Scotland’s route map through and out of the crisis, we will consider a 
range of evidence on the progress of the pandemic in Scotland to judge whether, 
when and where restrictions can be changed. 
Together with employers, trades unions and students, we will develop sectorspecific 
guidance as appropriate. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what preparatory work it has undertaken on how 
schools could be reopened, and whether it envisages this would be done in different 
stages. (S5W-29159) 
John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group was formed in April for the purpose 
of advising government on how to re-open schools and ELC settings once it is safe 
to do so. Formed of representatives from across the education and ELC sectors, and 
supported by ten workstreams, the group has contributed to the Strategic Framework 
which was published on 21 May. This framework sets out the proposed details of a 
phased return to face-to-face teaching. The document also highlights the need to 
strike the right balance between safety, wellbeing and learning for all of Scotland’s 



children and young people as lockdown restrictions are eased. Guidance on 
implementing the Framework has now been published. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether schools that are currently open for children of 
key workers will remain open during the scheduled summer break. (S5W-29168) 
John Swinney: As I said in my Statement to Parliament on 26 May and as set out in 
the Strategic Framework for the reopening of schools, early learning and childcare 
provision published on 21 May, critical childcare provision for key worker and 
vulnerable children will continue throughout June and the summer break. Local 
authorities will decide how best to provide this ongoing critical childcare in order to 
meet the needs of their communities. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many children are still attending educational 
outlets during the lockdown, also broken down by local authority. (S5W-29169) 
John Swinney: On average, over the past week (Mon 18 – Fri 22 May) 8,216 
children and young people attended local authority educational hubs, which is 
around 1.1% of all children and young people. A breakdown of these figures by local 
authority can be found in the following table. 
 

 
Local Authority 

Average number of children 
& young people who 
physically attended over 
the past week (Mon 18 – 
Fri 22 May) (excluding 
those that only attended for 
a free school meal) 

Average percentage of 
children & young people 
who physically attended 
over the past week (Mon 18 
– Fri 22 May) (excluding 
those that only attended for 
a free school meal) 

Aberdeen City 203 0.8% 
Aberdeenshire 407 1.0% 
Angus 256 1.5% 
Argyll & Bute 133 1.2% 
Clackmannanshire 93 1.2% 
Dumfries & 
Galloway 245 1.2% 

Dundee City 524 2.6% 
East Ayrshire 196 1.1% 
East 
Dunbartonshire 192 1.0% 

East Lothian 240 1.5% 
East Renfrewshire 339 1.8% 
Edinburgh City 350 0.6% 
Falkirk 283 1.2% 
Fife 404 0.7% 
Glasgow City 870 1.1% 
Highland 195 0.6% 
Inverclyde 168 1.5% 



Midlothian 184 1.3% 
Moray 180 1.4% 
Na h-Eileanan 
Siar 

116 3.1% 

North Ayrshire 107 0.5% 
North Lanarkshire 600 1.1% 
Orkney Islands 38 1.2% 
Perth & Kinross 120 0.6% 
Renfrewshire 308 1.2% 
Scottish Borders 419 2.6% 
Shetland Islands 41 1.1% 
South Ayrshire 70 0.4% 
South Lanarkshire 390 0.8% 
Stirling 183 1.3% 
West 
Dunbartonshire 

117 0.8% 

West Lothian 245 0.8% 
Scotland Estimate 8216 1.1% 

 
James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government at what stage it is in its planning for delivering education in the event of 
a second wave of COVID-19 later in 2020. (S5W-29186) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government will do its best to avoid a second wave of 
COVID-19. However, if the scientific evidence tells us that we are unable to contain 
the virus, it is possible that we may need to re-impose lockdown restrictions for 
schools and other education settings. Our primary concern is the safety and 
wellbeing of staff and we will ensure that pupils, education staff and families are fully 
supported in the event of a reoccurrence. 
Regardless of a second wave, children and young people will continue to be 
supported in their teaching and learning. 
 
2/6/2020 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure that qualifications 
obtained during the current academic year hold the same weight and status as those 
obtained in previous years, in light of changes in grading structures due to the 
cancellation of exams. (S5W-29160) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has set out that the approach 
being taken is based on three core principles of fairness to all learners; safe and 
secure certification of their qualifications; and maintaining the integrity and credibility 
of the system, ensuring standards are maintained over time. 
We are clear that the awarding process should deliver fairness for all learners and 
this includes having moderation processes in place to ensure the integrity of awards 
in terms of quality and consistency across schools and previous years. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to issue further guidance to teachers 
on issuing grade bands. (S5W-29161) 



John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has published detailed 
guidance and an online course to support schools and colleges with the estimation 
process. 
The deadline for submission of grade estimates and rankings to the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority was 29 May. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reasons it is expanding the predicted grade 
bands for teachers. (S5W-29162) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has set out that an 
expanded scale will allow for a finer level of detail on the bands and to support the 
awarding process this year. 
Guidance was provided to schools and colleges on 20 April and can be found on the 
SQA's website at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reasons it is asking teachers to rank their 
pupils in order of attainment. (S5W-29163) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) have asked teachers 
and lecturers to provide ranking information for candidates to providemore 
differentiated data to inform the awarding process. 
Guidance was provided to schools and colleges on 20 April and can be found 
on the SQA’s website at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has done of the impact that alternative 
grading arrangements in schools will have on attainment gap. (S5W-29164) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has set out that their 
approach is based on three core principles of fairness to all learners; safe and 
secure certification of their qualifications; and maintaining the integrity and credibility 
of the system, ensuring standards are maintained over time. 
Moderation is a principal feature of our qualifications system and the SQA will look at 
the range of evidence available, including schools’ and colleges’ previous history of 
estimating and attainment in each subject as part of the process. The SQA has 
provided guidance to teachers and lecturers with regards to avoiding potential bias in 
making grade estimates. 
Closing the poverty-related attainment gap is the defining mission of this government 
- and that commitment will remain when we gradually exit lockdown. That is why we 
have committed to extend funding for the Scottish Attainment Challenge at current 
levels beyond the lifetime of this parliament and into 2021-22. 
Local Authorities and teachers have shown extraordinary dedication and 
professionalism to support young people and ensure learning is disrupted as 
little as possible, using flexibility to redirect Pupil Equity Funding and wider 
Attainment Scotland Funding resources and support to our most disadvantaged 
families. 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how its alternative grading arrangements will ensure 
fairness for every pupil. (S5W-29165) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) is responsible for 
awarding qualifications. The SQA has set out that their approach is based on three 
core principles of fairness to all learners; safe and secure certification of their 
qualifications; and maintaining the integrity and credibility of the system, ensuring 
standards are maintained over time. 
The SQA is committed to ensuring it meets its obligations to the Equality Act 2010 
and the Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012. This 
includes conducting an Equality Impact Assessment of SQA’s approach to 
certification. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what weighting will be given to a learning centre’s 
predictions for the grading of pupils. (S5W-29166) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has set out in their letter to the 
Education and Skills Committee of 21 May, that they expect to publish details of the 
process which they will have undertaken and the resulting awards that they will have 
made on Results Day. 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it will publish details of the appeals process in 
respect of pupil grades in the current academic year. (S5W-29167) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority set out in their letter to the 
Education and Skills Committee of 21 May that they will provide further guidance to 
the system on the approach and evidence requirements of their appeals process in 
early June. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much Pupil Equity Funding 
has been spent by each local authority during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-29170) 
John Swinney: This information is not held centrally and is only gathered annually. 
The latest detailed figures available, showing 2018-19 Pupil Equity Funding levels of 
spend, at both Local Authority and School level, were published on 31 October 2019 
and are available to access here:- https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/pupil-
attainment/ 
On 1 May 2020, for the first time, Pupil Equity Funding allocations were confirmed for 
two years, with over £250 million committed to schools across 2020-21 and 2021-22. 
This will help to provide more certainty for head teachers and aid learning during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and beyond. 
In recognition of the financial and other resource implications of maintaining critical 
provision for children and families at this time, the Scottish Government is providing 
Local Authorities and Headteachers with flexibility on the use of Attainment Scotland 
Funding, including Pupil Equity Funding, in order that Local Authorities and 
Headteachers can best support our most vulnerable children. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/pupil-attainment/
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Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has made of the 
number or proportion of school pupils in each local authority area in each month 
since February who have not had access to remote learning resources due to a lack 
of a suitable internet connection or IT equipment. (S5W-29171) 
John Swinney: Local authorities are responsible for monitoring education provision, 
including where there are barriers to accessing that provision. 
We recognise that digital exclusion is an issue for some learners in Scotland and 
have undertaken exploratory work with local authorities through SOLACE, ADES and 
Cosla to understand the scale of the issue. Subsequently, we have committed to 
investing £30m to help ensure that learners without access to the internet or devices 
are catered for ahead of the 20-21 academic year and we are working closely with 
local authorities to take that forward. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what additional support and 
funding it has provided to ensure that all school pupils have access to remote 
learning resources and educational support during the COVID-19 outbreak, and what 
the uptake of additional support has been, broken down by local authority area. 
(S5W-29172) 
John Swinney: Due to the ongoing challenges currently facing schools and local 
authorities I have relaxed the guidance on Attainment Scotland Funding streams to 
support Local Authorities in deploying this funding flexibly to best support vulnerable 
children from the most deprived backgrounds. There are already a number of such 
examples, including the provision of laptops and tablets to support digital learning at 
home, purchase and delivery of books and other learning material to children at 
home, providing transport to enable some learners to attend LA Hubs, and 
supporting home-school link workers to maintain regular contact with children. 
We recognise that digital exclusion is a particular issue for some of our most 
disadvantaged learners. To help ensure as many children and young people as 
possible are able to connect with their schools, continue their learning, access 
support and engage with their peers, we are investing an initial £9 million which will 
provide devices and connectivity for 25,000 learners across Scotland. This is the first 
phase of our £30 million commitment to support digital inclusion for children and 
young people, which we are working closely with local authority partners to deliver. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils have not 
engaged with remote learning and educational support since schools were closed 
due to the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by local authority area. (S5W-29174) 
John Swinney: Responsibility for the provision and monitoring of learning and 
teaching, including the use of home learning rests with schools and local authorities. 
We know from local authorities, that they are working extremely hard with schools 
and partner organisations to identify and reach children who may struggle to engage 
in home learning and to provide support which best suits their needs. 
 



Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it has given to local 
authorities to provide training for teachers on remote learning platforms since 
schools were closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-29175) 
John Swinney: Education Scotland, the national improvement agency for education, 
is providing a range of additional resources to support parents and practitioners with 
providing learning at home, and to deliver continuity for learners across Scotland. 
To support teachers in particular, Education Scotland has organised and run a series 
of webinars which have covered topics such as digital literacy skills, evidencing 
learning using ipads, and getting the most out of Glow. 
These webinars remain available for practitioners to view and a further 9 webinars 
have been scheduled which will look at numeracy and mathematics through 
computing science; the use of g-suite collaboration tools within Glow and other 
topics to assist educators across Scotland. 
Education Scotland also published Learning and Teaching online: Advice for 
practitioners on the 12 May. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the disparity of access 
to education resources such as IT equipment between households due to 
socioeconomic factors, what steps it is taking to ensure that the attainment gap is not 
exacerbated during the period of school closures. (S5W-29176) 
John Swinney: Closing the poverty related attainment gap is the defining mission of 
this government, with equity remaining a key principle of the strategic framework on 
re-opening of schools and early learning and childcare centres which was published 
on 21 May. 
That is why we are continuing with our commitment to invest £182 million from the 
Attainment Scotland Fund in 2020/21, including Pupil Equity Funding. For the first 
time, Pupil Equity Fund allocations have been confirmed for two years, with over 
£250 million committed to schools across 2020/21 and 2021/22. This will help to 
provide more certainty for head teachers and aid learning during the Covid-19 
pandemic and beyond. This Pupil Equity Funding will benefit 97% of schools across 
every local authority in Scotland. 
Due to the ongoing challenges currently facing schools and local authorities I have 
relaxed the guidance on Attainment Scotland Funding streams to support Local 
Authorities in deploying this funding flexibly to best support vulnerable children from 
the most deprived backgrounds. There are already a number of such examples, 
including the provision of laptops and/tablets to support digital learning at home, 
purchase and delivery of books and other learning material to children at home, 
providing transport to enable some learners to attend LA Hubs, and supporting 
home-school link workers to maintain regular contact with children. 
We recognise that digital exclusion is a particular issue for some of our most 
disadvantaged learners. To help ensure as many children and young people as 
possible are able to connect with their schools, continue their learning, access 
support and engage with their peers, we are investing an initial £9 million which will 
provide devices and connectivity for 25,000 learners across Scotland. This is the first 



phase of our £30 million commitment to support digital inclusion for children and 
young people, which we are working closely with local authority partners to deliver. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance (a) Education 
Scotland and (b) the SQA has issued regarding the provision of home learning. 
(S5W-29177) 
John Swinney: Education Scotland is providing a range of additional resources to 
support parents and practitioners with providing learning at home and to deliver 
continuity for learners across Scotland. This includes: a newly created resource bank 
of learning activities for a variety of ages; the continued provision ofa bank of online 
resources featuring collated materials across curriculum areas and sectors; a range 
of webinars to help practitioners get the most of out of Glow, and practical advice 
and tips for parents through the Parents’ Club online resource and the Parentzone 
Scotland website. https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93797.html 
The SQA has provided Frequently Asked Questions around the provision of 
estimates for candidates who are studying at home or with a private tutor on their 
website at: For learners studying from home at present, within the Parent and Carer 
support section of their website, the SQA has referenced resources around National 
Courses as well links to support from partner organisations which can be found at: 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93825.9757.html 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to local 
authorities to contact pupils who are not taking part in remote learning or educational 
support while schools are closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-29179) 
John Swinney: Responsibility for the provision and monitoring of home learning 
rests with schools and local authorities. Individuals schools and local authorities are 
utilising a range of methods to maintain contact with pupils during this period. 
We recognise that there are some pupils who are more difficult to reach at this time. 
Education Scotland is supporting local authorities to ensure that critical provision for 
the most vulnerable children and families is maintained and extended through 
flexible use of Pupil Equity Funding and Attainment Scotland Funding. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it monitors the provision 
of home learning, and whether educational outcomes have changed in light of home 
learning. (S5W-29180) 
John Swinney: Responsibility for the provision and monitoring of home learning 
rests with schools and local authorities. However, we are working closely with local 
authority partners, teaching unions, parent representatives and other stakeholders 
through the Education Recovery Group to support home learning. The Group allows 
stakeholders to share their knowledge and experience on current home learning 
provision, building the widest possible agreement as we plan the way ahead. 
The four capacities at the centre of Curriculum for Excellence remain, however, 
learning and teaching practice has had to adapt to ensure children and young people 
can continue to progress in their learning whilst at home. Our ‘Supporting Pupils, 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93797.html
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Parents And Teachers – Learning During Term 4’ guidance outlines the steps that 
are being taken to ensure that learning can continue during term 4 of the current 
academic year. 
We have also recently published a strategic framework on the re-opening of schools 
and early learning and childcare settings, which is designed to achieve the safe 
reopening of schools and provides consistency and equity in a national approach for 
children and young people that is underpinned by local planning and delivery. A suite 
of supporting guidance is being published to cover the practical issues that local 
authorities and learning settings must consider when developing local arrangements. 
This will include advice and guidance on implementation measures, preparing the 
curriculum offer, wellbeing support, and delivery of early learning and childcare. It will 
also include specific considerations for each sector, based upon the health evidence 
relevant to each age group. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it expects remote learning 
to continue through the scheduled summer break and, if so, what resources it will be 
allocating to facilitate this. (S5W-29181) 
John Swinney: While the provision of distance learning by schools is a matter for 
local authorities and individual schools, we have no formal plans that remote learning 
continues in the summer break. There are, however, a number of home learning 
initiatives we support (for example, the Deputy First Minister's Maths Challenge), by 
community learning and development providers, by third sector organisations, and 
local community organisations that will be available during the summer holidays. 
As in previous years, we anticipate that a range of summer learning activities will be 
promoted to families in the lead up to and during the summer holidays. In addition, 
Education Scotland's new "Scotland Learns" website, set up to assist with distance 
learning during Covid-19, hosts a wide range of learn at home materials and 
resources which parents and carers can access. Our Education Recovery group is 
considering how learning can best be supported during the summer break. 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has undertaken of 
the impact of home learning on pupils’ mental health. (S5W-29182) 
John Swinney: We continue to monitor a range of evidence to help to inform our 
approach. This includes ongoing monitoring of the young person surveys conducted 
by Young Scot and the Children’s Parliament, both of which have addressed the 
theme of young people’s mental health and wellbeing. In recognition of the central 
role of pupils’ mental health the Strategic Framework for Reopening Schools, Early 
Learning and Childcare Provision in Scotland states that authorities should protect 
“the physical, emotional and mental health and wellbeing of children and young 
people”. 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-
strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/ 
 
We have provided £105,000 to support Young Scot to develop enhanced digital 
content and resources on mental health and wellbeing. This will be updated based 
on what young people tell us they need. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
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The government will continue to work with young people organisations to draw on 
evidence from their surveys of children and young people in relation both to learning-
related issues and wider issues. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many teachers are continuing to work in schools 
or nurseries during the lockdown, also broken down by local authority. (S5W-29183) 
John Swinney: On average, over the past week (Mon 18 – Fri 22 May), 4,948 
teachers, ELC practitioners, ELC lead practitioners, ELC managers and support staff 
attended local authority educational hubs. Not all local authorities provided a 
breakdown of teaching and non-teaching staff. Based on those who did we estimate 
that on average 1,741 teachers attended local authority educational hubs. 
 
 

 
Local Authority 

Average number of teaching staff, 
ELC Practitioner, ELC lead 
practitioners, ELC managers and 
support staff (headcount) 
physically working in local 
authority schools/hubs or ELC 
settings over the past week 
(Mon 18 - Fri 22 May) 

Average number of teaching 
staff physically working in 
local authority schools/hubs 
or LA ELC settings over the 
past week (Mon 18 – Fri 22 
May) - where the breakdown 
was provided by the local 
authority 

Aberdeen City 229 63 
Aberdeenshire 292 70 
Angus 114 62 
Argyll & Bute 95 38 
Clackmannanshire 59 29 
Dumfries & 
Galloway 

215 82 

Dundee City 349 166 
East Ayrshire 106 38 
East 
Dunbartonshire 

121 56 

East Lothian 132 54 
East Renfrewshire 125 70 
Edinburgh City 171 98 
Falkirk 195 92 
Fife 332 146 
Glasgow City 312 N/A 
Highland 162 37 
Inverclyde 115 48 
Midlothian 139 65 
Moray 68 35 
Na h-Eileanan 
Siar 

98 26 

North Ayrshire 66 34 
North Lanarkshire 276 103 



Orkney Islands 36 15 
Perth & Kinross 145 11 
Renfrewshire 175 53 
Scottish Borders 132 51 
Shetland Islands 14 N/A 
South Ayrshire 82 27 
South Lanarkshire 142 N/A 
Stirling 143 60 
West 
Dunbartonshire 

146 31 

West Lothian 164 81 
Scotland Estimate 4948 1741 

 
3/6/2020 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to reports that staff at further education colleges, including West Lothian 
College, are being asked to go through a redundancy procedure, which includes 
online interviews, during the COVID-19 lockdown; whether it considers this a fair 
process, and what impact it believes that this might have on staff mental health and 
wellbeing. (S5W-29124) 
Richard Lochhead: Staffing matters are the responsibility of individual colleges and, 
whilst it is for the institutions themselves to make decisions on future staffing levels, I 
urge them to be sensitive to such negotiations during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Decisions on staffing may be based on the financial health of the institution or on the 
need to implement changes to the delivery of teaching and learning to reflect the 
changing needs of the local economy and industry skills demands. 
We are aware that some colleges have continued to pursue voluntary severance 
schemes at this point in time and the Scottish Funding Council continues to work 
closely with the sector to ensure any actions taken are compliant with the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual and the Scottish Funding Council's Financial Memorandum. 
However, I am also conscious of the fact that several colleges have paused their 
voluntary severance scheme and I welcome this development. 
Colleges take the mental health of their staff very seriously. Throughout the change 
process, West Lothian College have encouraged affected staff to take advantage of 
a wide range of mental health and wellbeing support available to them through the 
college. 
These are exceptional times and we expect employers, unions and workers to agree 
appropriate arrangements that ensure that workers are treated fairly, in line with Fair 
Work principles. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether representative disability groups and organisations 
can contribute to the work of its COVID-19 Education Recovery Group, and, if so, 
how. (S5W-29222) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government and the C19 Education Recovery Group 
are committed to excellence and equity for all of Scotland’s children and young 
people. We published an initial Impact Assessment to supplement our ‘ Coronavirus 



(COVID-19): strategic framework for reopening schools, early learning and childcare 
provision’ and continue to engage with multiple groups, including representative 
disability groups, as we work to convert that to a final EQIA and CRWIA. I invite 
anyone who would like to contribute to these to contact the secretariat of the C19 
Education Recovery Group at CERG@gov.scot 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what provision it is making for the educational needs of 
pupils with additional support needs (ASN) during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-
29223) 
John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young people 
with additional support needs, who may be finding this difficult time particularly 
challenging, continue to be supported with their learning, whether at home or at a 
local hub. 
On 20 April, we published guidance for term 4 that gives an overview of the 
measures in place and steps being taken, at a national and local level, to support all 
children and young people’s learning, including those with additional support needs. 
Children and young people with additional support needs have been, and will 
continue to be, provided with bespoke learning activities. Support and advice is also 
available for their parents and carers though our Parent Club website and from a 
range of partner organisations. 
We are working closely with local authorities and other partners to ensure all children 
and young people continue to be supported with their learning and that their needs 
are fully considered as we look, and plan, ahead. 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what provision it is making for additional support needs 
(ASN) children of key workers who require childcare. (S5W-29224) 
John Swinney: Children and young people with complex additional support needs 
can continue, where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their 
care and support. 
On 31 March, we published guidance about the continued provision of care and 
support for the children of key workers and vulnerable children and young people, 
including those with complex additional support needs. On 21 May, I issued a joint 
letter with COSLA to all directors of education confirming that critical childcare will 
continue throughout June and the summer break to ensure ongoing provision for key 
workers and vulnerable children. 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans are in place to support university students who will be unable to work 
during the summer months and who may be unable to save for accommodation and 
other costs when universities return. (S5W-29264) 
Richard Lochhead: As announced on 8 April 2020, we have introduced a £5 million 
package of emergency financial support to help students facing hardship as a result 
of the coronavirus outbreak. This £5 million includes an additional £2.2 million for 
Scotland’s Higher Education (HE) Discretionary Funds specifically to address 
COVID-19 related hardships, which has been made available to colleges and 
universities immediately. Also as part of that package of £5 million support, the 
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Scottish Funding Council are making £2 million available to support further education 
(FE) students at college. 
The HE Discretionary Funds made available to universities and colleges can be used 
to support students over summer, up to the end of July, in recognition of reduced 
employment options. 
The Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020 which makes provisions in relation to 
tenancies for students in halls of residence and Purpose Built Student 
Accommodation (PBSA) has come into force There is a 7 day notice period for those 
who have already entered into a student residential tenancy agreement and have 
occupied the property; and a 28 day notice period for those who have already 
entered into a student residential tenancy but have not yet occupied the property and 
agreements entered into while the Act is in force. Students would only be able to use 
notice periods for Covid-19 specific reasons. 
We remain committed to ensuring students are supported during this challenging 
time and we are actively considering issues relating to the support available for the 
coming academic year as well as for over the summer months. 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide details of consultations with young people that 
have been undertaken by the COVID-19 Education Recovery Group. (S5W-29290) 
John Swinney: There is work underway at a national level to engage with children 
and young people on their experiences of the Covid-19 outbreak. 
These include: 
• The LockdownLowdown survey delivered by The Scottish Youth Parliament, 
YouthLink Scotland and Young Scot. The survey results give a clear picture of what 
young people are currently worried about – and the impact it’s having on their lives. 
• Monthly ‘How are you doing?’ surveys carried out by Scotland’s Children’s 
Parliament to engage with younger children. 
Results are feeding into the work carried out by CERG workstreams as well as the 
development of the Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment. 
In addition, the CERG and the relevant workstreams include representatives from 
third sector bodies such as the National Parent Forum of Scotland, which provide 
further insight into the impact of the current circumstances on such issues. 
 
4/6/2020 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28306 by John Swinney on 29 
April 2020, what steps it will take to collect data from local authorities on the use of 
critical provision for school and early learning during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-
28822) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has been collecting daily information from 
local authorities in relation to the provision of support for children and young people 
through hubs since March 2020. The Vulnerable Children Report, published on 15 
May, contained some of the information gathered through these returns from the 
27th of March until 14 May. The report is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vulnerable-children-report-15-2020-scottish-
government-solace/ 
It is intended that beginning next week, further information from these returns in 
relation to the provision of support through hubs will be published on a weekly basis. 
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Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils who would 
normally access children's services have not been in contact with either any of its 
agencies' or the local authority since schools were closed due to COVID-19. 
(S5W-29178) 
Maree Todd: Following an agreement led by SOLACE, local partnerships are 
providing weekly data to the Scottish Government on what is happening locally 
across children’s services partnerships during the current pandemic crisis. This 
dataset includes information about how many children with multiagency plans have 
been contacted by a professional in health, education, social work or third sector 
services in the last week. 
In the most recent data returned, all 32 local authorities provided this information, 
reporting that there had been contact, in the last week, with 29,782 children which is 
71% of the total number of children reported to have a multi-agency plan. It is not 
possible to report whether any of the children with a multi-agency plan have had no 
contact with services since schools closed. 
Further information about the data from local partnerships and other available 
intelligence relating to vulnerable children and young people is detailed in the reports 
published on the Scottish Government website in April and May: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-vulnerable-children-young-people-data-
intelligence-report/ 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vulnerable-children-report-15-2020-scottish-
government-solace/ 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will distribute the laptops and tablets for disadvantaged children 
that it recently announced funding for, and how it will identify eligibility. (S5W-29299) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has moved quickly to procure an initial 
tranche of devices and connectivity solutions in the face of huge global demand for 
digital technology which has impacted international supply chains. There is no single 
dataset that articulates which learners are digitally excluded. Local authorities, 
schools and teachers themselves know their pupils and families best and officials are 
working closely with Cosla, SOLACE and ADES to determine who is most in need 
and how best to get the necessary support to them. 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with outdoor education providers, including 
residential providers, regarding the easing of lockdown restrictions. (S5W-29335) 
John Swinney: Scottish Government officials met a number of outdoor learning 
stakeholders on 29 May including: Girlguiding Scotland; The Boys’ Brigade; Scouts 
Scotland; the Outward Bound Trust; Scottish Outdoor Education Centres and the 
Association of Heads of Outdoor Education Centres, all of which are involved in the 
running of outdoor residential centres. 
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Discussions focused on the support that can be provided to the outdoor learning 
sector at this time. This included keeping the sector informed of education recovery 
work in an effort to ensure providers can adapt their offer appropriately and 
ultimately support the re-opening of schools and other education establishments. 
 
5/6/2020 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what (a) monitoring and (b) analysis has been undertaken by (a) it and (b) its 
agencies and partners regarding pupil response and engagement with schools 
during the COVID-19 lockdown. (S5W-29418) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has, on a daily basis, been monitoring the 
number of settings/schools/hubs that are open for children and young people of 
keyworkers and/or vulnerable, and how many children and young people have been 
attending these since schools closed. 
Research and survey activity is also being undertaken by a range of external 
stakeholders (such as academic institutions, private and voluntary organisations, 
etc.) which cover the UK as a whole, but some which only focusses on Scotland. 
These studies gather evidence directly from children and young people, in light of the 
current covid-19 situation, with regards to their thoughts, feelings and experiences 
during this period (including the impact of school closures and home schooling), and 
contributes to the evidence base on which the Scottish Government draws to inform 
and monitor the impact the current situation is having on the lives of children and 
young people. 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the announcement by the First Minister on 21 May 
2020 that £30 million in funding is to be used to provide laptops for disadvantaged 
children and young people, to enable them to study online, whether any of this 
funding will be used to provide broadband to families without a connection. (S5W-
29455) 
John Swinney: Scottish Government officials are working closely with local 
authorities to clearly establish which children and young people are suffering from 
digital exclusion, be that through lack of access to a suitable device, lack of access 
to the internet or both. 
To fully support digital inclusion and to ensure that as many pupils as possible can 
stay connected with their schools, teachers and learning, the Scottish Government 
has committed to investing £30m in the provision of digital devices and mobile 
connectivity for those who need it. 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what risk assessment it undertook of the opening of daycare centres 
during phase 1 of the COVID-19 route map. (S5W-29457) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is maintaining a cautious approach to 
changing lockdown measures as outlined in the Route Map and each step taken is 
based on scientific evidence that it is safe to do so. The Framework for Decision 
Making makes clear that we are putting equality and human rights at the heart of our 
response to Covid-19. 



We know that the measures currently in place to lower the transmission of the virus 
can themselves cause a wide range of harms. For children who are missing early 
learning and childcare, these may be wide ranging. 
Our first priority is, of course, for the safety of staff, parents and children who access 
early learning and childcare settings. While Phase One of the Route Map allows for a 
limited reopening of childminding and fully outdoor childcare services, this is 
conditional upon the scientific and medical advice confirming that the reopening of 
these settings can be done in a manner that is consistent with wider efforts to control 
the reproduction rate and protects all those accessing these services. Settings must 
also have in place a comprehensive implementation of complementary public health 
measures, including adhering to ‘test, trace, isolate and support’ practices, the use of 
appropriate personal protective equipment and a range of other enhanced hygiene 
measures. These measures are set out in detail in section five of the ‘Strategic 
Framework for Reopening of Schools and ELC Provision’ and in addition to this 
comprehensive guidance was issued to the childminding and fully outdoor childcare 
sectors on 1 June, ahead of reopening. 
The full reopening of childcare services is not scheduled to begin until Phase Three 
of the Route Map. At this point all childcare providers will be able to reopen their 
services subject to public health measures. Further guidance will be issued to 
support that on 15 June. 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional requirements and advice are in place for local 
authorities and parents on the re-opening of daycare centres during phase 1 of the 
COVID-19 route map. (S5W-29458) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government published ‘ Strategic Framework 
for Reopening of Schools and ELC Provision’ alongside Scotland’s Route Map on 21 
May. 
This puts in place a framework to ensure that children and families can access safe, 
high quality ELC and childcare services as early as it is safe to do so. 
The Strategic Framework will support both Local Authorities and private and third 
sector providers to identify the capacity available within their settings, and if 
necessary to prioritise access to that capacity. 
The full reopening of childcare services is not scheduled to begin until Phase Three 
of the Route Map. At this point all childcare providers will be able to reopen their 
services subject to public health measures. 
The Critical Childcare and ELC work stream of the Education Recovery Group, in 
collaboration with the newly-established sector working group, will now lead the 
development of a suite of clear operating guidance, supported by public health 
advice. This will ensure that sector specific issues relevant to reopening across the 
early learning and childcare and out of school care sectors are addressed in 
guidance ahead of reopening. Guidance was issued to the childminding and fully 
outdoor childcare sectors on 1 June, ahead of the reopening of this part of the 
sector. 
Parent Club Scotland has also created an extensive digital hub to provide evidence 
based advice for parents and carers around coronavirus, which is regularly updated 
with information, advice and resources for parents. This includes a new Frequently 
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Asked Questions section which covers for example when providers will reopen and 
safety issues. 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what compensation will be available to teachers in 
schools in Aberdeenshire and across the country who are concerned that they might 
lose a week’s annual leave if the new term commences on 11 August 2020. (S5W-
29475) 
John Swinney: There should be no detriment in the number of days’ holiday for 
teachers who have additional working days due to the change in the start date for 
academic session 2020-21. 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the evidence given by Richard Lochhead to the 
Education and Skills Committee on 20 May 2020 regarding the take-up of student 
hardship funding following the COVID-19 outbreak (Official Report, c. 31), in light of 
the minister’s comment that “I hope that, by the end of this week or early next week,  
e will have a report on the take-up so far of the hardship funds at institutional level, 
and on what the institutions are finding are the reasons why people are asking for 
hardship funding”, whether this report has been received and, if so, whether it will 
publish the findings. (S5W-29504) 
Richard Lochhead: As of 15 May, £837K of the additional £2.2M Higher Education 
Discretionary Funds issued to colleges and universities in April, had been spent. 
The information provided by institutions focused on the spend on the funds rather 
than the reasons students were requesting support. However, anecdotal evidence 
from Student Awards Agency Scotland shows that the demand is centred on a 
number of reasons, including: 
- Childcare costs 
- Lack of availability of student employment because of Covid-19 
- Financial impact of Covid-19 on households 
- Digital poverty impact on increased remote learning 
While there are no plans to publish details of the individual spending by institutions, 
officials will seek to undertake similar exercises throughout the rest of the year to 
continue to monitor spending patterns across the sector. 


